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Interesting facts about Karelia  

Å The area is 180,5 thousand square km. 

(1.06% of the total territory of Russia).  

Å Length N-S is 660 km., W-E on the 

latitude of the town of Kemô is 424 km. 

The western border line  - 798 km.  

Å Population density of the republic makes 

3.8 persons per 1 square kilometer. 

Å Official language - Russian. 

Representatives of 213 nationalities: 

Russians - 76.6%, Karelians - 9.2%, 

Byelorussians - 5.3%, Ukrainians - 2.7%, 

Finns - 2.0%, Veppsians - 0.7%. 

Å 16 municipal districts and 2urban districts 

(Petrozavodsk, Kostomuksha), 109 

settlements (22 urban, 87 rural), 808 

inhabited localities, incl. 13 towns  



Wild nature  
is waiting for you  

Water areas ï 25% of republic 

Å 61000 great and small lakes 

The greatest: Ladoga l. and Onego l. 

Å 27000 rivers, more than 30 waterfalls  

Å White sea-Baltic channel (Belomorsko-

Baltijsky)-227 km 

 

Boreal forests (49% area). 

 The main species are: 

Å Spruce (P²cea §bies)  

Å Pine tree (Pinus) 

Å Aspen (Populus tremula) 

Å Birch (3 types including Karelian Birch 

(Betula pendula Roth., f.carelica ) 

 



Three famous islands  

Å Valaam island ï Ladoga lake 

The island gave its name to both the 

archipelago and the monastery.  

Å Kizhi island ï Onego lake 

Group of small islands in the skerries of 

the southern part of the Zaonezhye 

region, on one of which the pogost of 

Kizhi (i.e. the Kizhi enclosure) is 

located. 

Å Solovetsky island ï White sea 

In the western part of the White Sea, 

less than 100 miles from the Polar 

Circle, are situated 6 big and many 

small islands. The biggest is the 

Greater Solovetsky Island, on which 

the famous medieval monastery stands 



Kizhi  Museum  

Å In 1714 the 22-domed Church of 

the Transfiguration was built.  

 

Å In 1764, the Church of the 

Intercession rose up beside it.  

 

Å The third building of the 

ensemble is a well-proportioned 

belfry, which gives the complex 

balance and completeness.  

 

Å The cathedral, the church and the 

chapel represent a model of the 

Universe. 



Valaam  Monastery  

Å The island gave its name to 

both the archipelago and the 

monastery.  

 

Å For its centuries-old history, 

dating back to the 10th - 11th 

centuries, the monastery has 

created an outstanding 

architectural complex, which 

received world fame.  


